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Causes of World War I

• Militarism – many nations build up military 

and navy

• Alliances – one attacked, all fight

– Triple Alliance (Germany, Austria-Hungary, 

Italy) – later became known as the Central 

Powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey)

– Triple Entente (Russia, Great Britain, France)

• Imperialism – European nations were 

fighting over colonies.

• Nationalism – pride in one’s country



Unrestricted Submarine Warfare 

• Germany was intercepting ships and sinking them.  

They didn’t care if they were carrying goods or 

passengers.

• Lusitania was a passenger ship that was sunk off 

the Irish coast in May of 1915, 120 American lives 

lost

• Sussex was a passenger line that sunk in 1916, 20 

American lives lost

• The sinking of both ships was played big in 

newspapers

• Germany kept promising to stop but they didn’t



Zimmerman Note/Telegram

• Wilson wants to keep the U.S. out of the War

• German Foreign Secretary sends a telegram to 

the German Ambassador of Mexico.

• Says that if Mexico supports Germany in the 

War, the Germans will help them win back 

Texas, New Mexico and Arizona.

• The telegram was intercepted by the British who 

told the U.S.

• This is the final spark that got the US into the 

war.



Wilson War Resolution

• Make the world “safe for democracy”.



Selective Service Act

• Needed to build a army

• May 1917 established 

selective service

• Required men to register with 

government in order to be 

randomly selected for military 

service.

• 24 million registered, 3 million 

called up, 2 million serve in 

Europe.



American Expeditionary Force

• Led by General John 

J. Pershing.

• American infantrymen 

nicknamed 

“doughboys”.

• Faced tanks, machine 

guns, planes, 

chemical weapons for 

first time.



Espionage and Sedition Acts

• Last time these were used 

– Undeclared war against France (1798-1800)

• Illegal to interfere with draft

• Illegal to prevent sale of war bonds

• Illegal to say anything disloyal or abusive

about the government or the war effort

• Declared unconstitutional after the war



Directed at Socialists

• Eugene Debs - says 
World War I is a 
“Capitalist War”, 

• Spent 10 years in 
prison

• Emma Goldman -
supported Soviet 
Union and 
communists, 

• Sent to prison and 
deported.



Schenck v. United States

(Clear and Present Danger)
• During WWI the Espionage Act made it illegal to disrupt 

recruitment efforts by the military.  

• Richard Schenck was arrested for violating this act.  He 
had distributed circulars urging men to resist the draft.

• His defense was that the First Amendment protected 
him.  

• Unanimous Supreme Court ruling, Justice Oliver 
Wendell Homes Jr. explained what the first amendment 
protected – Schenck’s words were a “clear and present 
danger” to peace in the United States.

• The Court ruled against Schenck

• In wartime, speech is restricted.



Red Scare (Palmer Raids)
• Russian Revolution had taken place and now 

Communism was the controlling government.

• In the US, there was a fear of Bolshevism, this 

was known as the “Red Scare”

• Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer - more than 

6000 arrested as suspected radicals and deported 

many following bombings

• People fear Communism taking hold, led raids 

known as Palmer Raids



Anti Immigrant Feelings

• Targets mainly Germans and Austro 

Hungarians during the war.

• Change the name of hamburger to 

“salisbury steak”.  Sauerkraut to “liberty 

cabbage”.

• Other issues on the homefront
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Flu Epidemic

• Fall of 1918 – strikes America, especially 

military units.

• 500,000 Americans died by 1919

• 30 Million people worldwide died.



End of World War I
• On November 11th, 1918, in the 11th hour, 

Germany agrees to a cease fire or 
armistice.

• 22 Million killed, more than half civilians.

• 48,000 Americans killed in battle.

• 62,000 Americans killed by disease.



Wilson’s Fourteen Points

• First - Open treaties, No secret treaties

• Second - Freedom of the seas

• Third - Remove Tariffs and Economic Barriers

• Fourth - Arms reduction

• Fifth - Colonial Practices that take into account 

people in the colonies.

• Next 8 - Self Determination (for the colonies)

• Last One - Establishment of the League of Nations

(international organization to mediate disputes)



Treaty of Versailles

• June 28, 1919 signed.

• New Nations created out of territory from 

losing countries.

• Reparations (payment of war dept) to 

Winner (Great Britain, France want this)

• League of Nations established.

• This agreement was with Germany

ONLY!!!



Ratification in United States
• U.S. Senate rejects treaty because:

– Terms of the treaty are too harsh

– Not enough self determination (right to set up 
own sovereign nation) for the colonies

• Isolationist don’t want to be part of the 
League (want Europe to deal with Europe’s 
problems)

• Wilson suffers stroke trying to get support for 
the League

• U.S. does not join the League of Nations and 
therefore it becomes a failure 



Domestic Consequences of World 

War I

• Accelerated America’s emergence as the 

world’s greatest industrial power.

• Contributed to the movement of African 

Americans to Northern cities.

• Intensified anti-immigrant and anti-radical

sentiments among mainstream America.

• Brought over a million women into the 

work force.


